
 
NYU in Santa Barbara – Optional Group Activities 

Activities below have been scheduled on an exclusive basis, private for NYU attendees, their families and guests, and do not conflict 
with the meeting agenda. Madison reserves the right to cancel, re-price or revise a tour to a public tour should the minimum 

requirements not be met. All Activity rates include gratuities. 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014 
Enchanted Santa Barbara Tour 1:30pm - 5:00pm 
$115 per person (Adult) / $110 per person (Child 5-18 yrs old) 
 
This tour is the perfect way to get acquainted with Santa Barbara's rich cultural and historical background. Moreover, you 
will enjoy great views of the city and a wonderful feel for this unique city's magnificent architecture. 
 
This tour begins with a unique visit to Old Mission Santa Barbara which is known as the Queen of the California Missions. 
The Mission's sanctuary and chapel are still in use today, as is the Sacred Garden, which used to be closed to female 
visitors, with the exception of royalty or political wives, until 1959! 
 
Next you will head towards downtown Santa Barbara. The best way to discover this enchanted city is by following the steps 
of the famed "Red Tile" walking tour, which is a pleasant walk through just 12 short blocks in downtown Santa Barbara. 
Along the way, you will discover many of the city's oldest and most fascinating landmarks including the Santa Barbara 
Historical Museum, and much more.  
 
Just a block away from the Historical Museum is the next stop at  El Presidio de Santa Barbara State Historic Park, Spain's 
last government outpost in America.  Founded April 21, 1782, the Santa Barbara Royal Presidio was the last in a chain of 
four military fortresses built by the Spanish along the coast of Alta California, then a wilderness frontier.   It is a living 
history site interpreting the Spanish, Mexican, and Native American heritage of Santa Barbara. 
Finally, you will stop at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse. This castle-like Spanish-Mediterranean stucco building lies 
in the center of Santa Barbara as a gleaming, glorious piece of architecture. The courthouse is recognized as one of the 
nation's most outstanding public buildings for both its exterior and interior, and the Courthouse tower is one of the 
highest points in downtown Santa Barbara. Views from atop the Courthouse extend 360 degrees, offering marvelous 
sights of downtown, the harbor, Stearns wharf, various churches in Santa Barbara, and the majestic mountains of Santa 
Barbara. 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2014 (FREE DAY) 
Santa Ynez Valley And Vineyards Tour 10:30am - 4:30pm 
$235 per person (Adult) / $205 per person (Child 5-20 yrs old) 
 
As this tour begins, you will experience a breathtaking drive that commences in Santa Barbara and ascends into the Santa 
Ynez Mountains over the original stagecoach route, San Marcos Pass, along which you may marvel at views of majestic 
mountains and sweeping valleys. Upon descending into the Santa Ynez Valley, you will have the opportunity to explore 
Los Olivos, a quaint western town offering an enclave of art galleries, tasting rooms and antique shops. 
 
The first visit is at Firestone Winery, which is situated on 260 acres of vineyards. Overlooking the vineyard is the winery, 
an impressive structure that is modern in concept yet classic in design. Cathedral-like rooms house row upon row of oak 
barrels and casks. The winery's reputation for producing exceptional and unique wines continues to grow. Firestone 
Vineyard's approach to winemaking combines traditional and modern techniques in the pursuit of consistently rich and 
balanced wines. The vineyard focuses on optimal physiological balance in the vines yielding wines that are brightly 
flavored, crisp and delicious. Estate Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc and Syrah vineyards are 
located on a series of mesas that have gravelly sub-soils, ideally oriented for perfect exposure. 
 
Following your tasting, you will enjoy a picnic lunch in the Garden Terrace. 
 
On the next stop you will explore Los Olivos, a quaint town offering an enclave of art galleries, unique tasting rooms, olive 
oil tasting, unique culinary shops and antique shops.  Much history is found in such a small town.  Where else can you 
stroll along unpaved side walks, dart in for wine tasting or venture to olive oil tasting or enjoy the ultimate indulgence of 
pairing gourmet cupcakes with wine?  Sounds like a pretty nice stop! 
 
Your final stop will be the Sunstone Winery located in the heart of Santa Barbara's wine country. Entering this simple yet 
elegant vineyard, you will feel as though you have been transported to the French countryside.  The courtyard welcomes 
you with a profusion of wildflowers, jasmine and lavender amidst ivy-lined architecture reminiscent of Provence. Sunstone 
is renowned for its Rhone varietals, including Viognier, Highly acclaimed "Eros", a Meritage blend of Merlot, Cabernet 
Franc, and Cabernet Sauvignon, has been honored as "Santa Barbara's Favorite Red Wine" for the last three years.  Family 
owned, The Rice Family farms their 56-acre vineyards in an organic, bio-sustainable manner, meeting all California 
Certified Organic Farmer standards.   


